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Back to School 2013

Scheduling

This week, most everyone will be back in school.  I hope it's been a wonderful summer!  But, 
now it's time to focus on our studies.  With the new school year comes new schedules of 
activities.  Be assured, your existing lesson time will continue to be reserved for you unless 
you want to change it.  

I'm keeping the schedule open from 1PM to 6PM, Monday through Friday.   Additionally, I'm 
adding extra times at 6:30 on Wednesday and Thursday.  Saturday hours are from 10AM to 
1:30PM.   Take a look at the online calendar to see available times.  If you want to change 
your regular day/time, “book” the first time you will switch – let me know, and I'll reserve the 
following weeks.  The other available times will be retained for scheduling makeup lessons. 
Of course, I'll do my best to rearrange schedules around school activities as they occur.

Summer Piano Travels

I encouraged everyone to send pictures of playing the piano while away on vacation.  I've 
posted these at the studio.  Thanks for sending these in!

Upcoming Events

This Fall, we will not only be working from our Theory, Lesson, and Performance books, but 
we will also be working on some additional material.

Starting right away in August, I will be emphasizing learning the notes of the staff for Level 1 
students.  I've made some worksheets and flash cards to help.  Level 2 & 3  students will be 
learning scales, arpeggios, and chords, starting with the key of C, then progressing to the key 
of G (one sharp) and the key of F (one flat).  This will begin our journey around the Circle of 
Fifths.

In September, we will begin our 2nd Annual Practice Contest.  This year, there will not only be 
the Olympic-style awards, but also some Grand Prizes, in addition to the weekly and monthly 
awards.
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In October, we will begin learning our “Seasonal” songs (Christmas, Hanukkah, & winter 
songs).  I am trying to find a venue where we could perform publicly, possibly in December.  
Also, in October, the free Sunday concerts of the Scottsdale Philharmonic begin.  I've put 
these on the studio calendar and encourage everyone to attend.

In December, a possible Winter Performance will be given at a venue yet to be determined.  
Hopefully, at that time, awards will be given for the Practice Contest.  

Performing

As you all know, my emphasis is on performing.  Most of the Lesson and Performance books 
come with a CD with song accompaniments.  I urge everyone to begin using these at home.  
The CDs can be played on a CD player or laptop … OR they can be copied to an iPod or 
tablet that can be used right at the piano.

Another useful tool is the metronome.  There is a metronome on my webiste, as well as some 
suggested apps for tablet or smartphone.  This should be used during practice to learn a song 
so it can be played steadily from beginning to end without stopping or hesitation.  This will be 
emphasized during lessons.

Recital CD

I've finished editing the video from the Summer Recital.  Each family will receive a CD with 
their student's performance(s).  If you would like to have a DVD of the entire recital, please let 
me know.  Again, let me say how pleased I am with everyone who performed.

Referrals

I have room for a few more students.  If you know of anyone who would like piano lessons, 
please refer them to me.  Anyone who refers a new student will receive two free lessons after 
60 days as a “Thank You!”

On the Web

Please continue to check in on the studio website:  MusicScholars.org.  This is your central 
source for scheduling, your bill, and learning resources.  Additionally, I issue periodic Studio 
Announcements there.

Did you know I also maintain a studio Facebook page?  Look it up –MusicScholars-- and “like” 
it.  This is a bit more informal, and I post links to interesting articles about music.  

I am excited about the upcoming Fall season.  See you at your lesson!
--Mr. B.
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